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NEWS RELEASE

Sept. 3, 1992
UM PLANS OPEN HOUSE TO DEMONSTRATE
POWERFUL NEW ELECTRON MICROSCOPE
MISSOULA The University of Montana will hold an open house Friday afternoon, Sept. 11, to
demonstrate UM’s powerful new electron microscope.
The free public event, from 1:30 to 4 p.m. on the lawn south ot UM s Health Sciences
Building, is intended to let area researchers and other interested citizens know about the new
Hitachi 7100 Transmission Electron Microscope and what it can accomplish, said microbiology
Associate Professor Bill Granath, UM’s director of electron microscopy.
The massive microscope, purchased last February through a $206,000 grant trom the
National Institutes of Health, has been a great help to University faculty and students for research
and course work, Granath said. Its ability to closely examine tissue should also prove uselul to the
local medical and research community, he said.
With the ability to magnify items to more than 600,000 times their size, the new microscope
can look inside human cells to observe disease-causing organisms, he said. UM’s previous electron
microscope had a top magnification capability of 58,(XX), he said.
"We have the state of the art now," Granath said. "It’s about the best that’s available at this
time."

UM was the third U.S. university to acquire the powerful new equipment, preceded only by
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Harvard University and the University of California at Berkeley, he said.
The open house will feature refreshments and information about the microscope and
available services. Visitors will be taken in small groups for demonstrations of the microscope,
which is housed in the Health Sciences Building. Granath and Hitachi representatives will be on
hand to describe the equipment's capabilities.
For more information, call Granath at 243-2975.
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